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Warm Greetings from Vatsalya! 

Hope the beginning of the year 2010 has been pleasant and peaceful for you and your loved ones.  At Vatsalya there is a lot of excitement as some wonderful possibilities are emerging and some great successes have been achieved. (There have been some difficult moments too but we are not talking about them today…() Growing and learning together is such a rewarding and pleasant experience; sharing our stories here with you and almost reliving those experiences feels so gratifying! Not forgetting the amazing power that is generated by the exchange of information when we hear back from you! So, here are some of the major happenings at Vatsalya: 
Vatsalya Family gets Stronger, Bigger!

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, meaning “the whole world is one single family”, is an ancient Indian value and one we strongly believe in. At Vatsalya’s Udayan, we live this value to its fullest. Our family includes gifted friends from Australia to Alaska…(. What an amazing way it is to live, for our children: they have blessings from every corner of Mother Earth!  With deep joy and gratitude, I present here to you the wonderful people who have chosen to join us in this journey during the months of Jan-Feb, 2010: 
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	1. Anne Thori, Norway
2. Berit Knudsen Sverdrup, Norway
3. Beth Thornley, USA
4. Bodil Nyjordet Tveten, Norway
5. Bridget Torregrosa, USA
6. Camille Roth, Denmark

7. Elin Solveig Elvemo, Norway
8. Govind Singh Rathore, India

9. Grete Ovsthus, Norway
10. Hans Christian Lunder, Norway
11. Inger Katrine Laeknes, Norway
12. Ingrid Seim Hoyland, Norway
13. Jennifer Lehman, USA
	14. Kari Vibe, Norway
15. Kristin Stokke Lilleaas, Norway
16. Kristin Strømme, Norway
17. Lars Johan Linstad, Norway
18. Linn Hamilton, Norway
19. Liv Vitols, Norway
20. Louise Donohue, USA
21. Martha H Schumacher, USA

22. Mette Larsen, Norway
23. Nancy K Racette, USA

24. Thorvald Jernaes, Norway


21 out of these 24 persons have never been to Vatsalya, never met any of us! Their faith is touching and their selfless commitment is a great support to us!  
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Sometimes it surprises us as to how people find us and choose us to be their friends! Their keenness to do good and spread goodness inspires us.  We had 19 distinguished members from AFP-Association of Fundraising Professionals from the USA.  The AFP Network has 30,000 members in 207 chapters throughout the world, working to advance philanthropy through advocacy, research, education and certification programs. We had an opportunity to share our work with them and also benefited from their ideas and suggestions.  Vatsalya is given Complimentary AFP Global e-Membership which is a great honor indeed!
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Volunteers contribute in a most significant manner in the direct care of our children and in providing meaningful inputs in other programs. We had Camille, Alma and Charlotte from Denmark , Victoria from the USA and Angela from Scotland.  Mr. Hugo from Belgium is visiting for the third time! Camille taught English to students of Upaarjan which is our livelihood program for unemployed youth; Alma and Charlotte have prepared a Book of Udayan Recipes and Angela prepared a new brochure for promoting the work of rural women organized by Vatsalya in Self-Help Groups.  Mr. Hugo raised 2320 Euros by making presentations about Udayan in Belgium; Angela was gifted 770 Pounds by friends in SIRCC. Volunteers have made such a great difference in many of our programs with their creativity, kindness and dedication!  
With deep appreciation of the friendship and affection bestowed upon our children, we gratefully acknowledge the thoughtfulness of these generous people.  The World is indeed One Family!
  Some other important events and processes…
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Vatsalya’s intervention, aimed at empowering unemployed youth, achieved great success: we were able to place 88% of our first batch in full-time jobs.  They are earning a monthly salary of Rs. 3500 to Rs. 6000 ($80 to $125). The remaining 12% are doing their 12th grade exams, after which they too will take up their full time jobs.  A new batch of 120 young men and women is currently receiving training in Hospitality, Tailoring, Sales and Marketing and Desk Top Publishing.  The program is getting extremely popular as we have begun to receive registrations for the third batch already. 
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Nuria Moreno from Spain visited us in November. She was exploring the possibilities of volunteer placement in Indian NGOs. Vatsalya will be receiving the first Riki Tiki Tavi volunteer in April this year.  Laura Ledesma will be teaching Spanish and computer to our Upaarjan students. To help easy understanding of Vatsalya by Spanish people, Nuria has translated the contents of the Vatsalya website into Spanish! Please visit www.rikitikitavi.org  
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We celebrate the birthdays of Udayan children on every 4th Saturday of a month.  It’s party time: special food, music and dance! Those whose birthday is celebrated in that month also get a new outfit…(! So they all await this special day every month.  In February, we had one more birthday celebrated at Udayan: Nipun celebrated his 18th birthday with our children at Udayan.  What makes it really extraordinary is that Nipun traveled all the way from Dubai to India with his parents, just to celebrate his birthday at Udayan! It is wonderful to know not only how his parents value the wishes of their son but also the special place they have for our children in their heart!  I must let you know that the distance between Dubai and Jaipur is 2468 KM (about 1500 miles)! Traveling all those miles to spend a few hours, here: it can’t be anything but Extraordinarily Special!! 
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Samvedna and Jagriti are our interventions to reach out to the children who live in slums. These children constitute 90% of the Street Children population of India. They have parents who lack motivation to give them education and good values and who do not realize that these will give their children a good future. We hold regular outreach camps with these children so that their mindset can be changed. Our children of Udayan have shown interest in participating in these camps which definitely is going to make a great impact on the success of this program. Manju, Mukesh, Anmol, Taslima and Chandani would be leading these camps now on!  
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28th February is celebrated as Science Day in India. We organize events to enhance children’s understanding of science and take them to science museums, planetariums etc. Our children also organize a Science Exhibition and explain various scientific phenomena. (Read more about it on Victoria’s blog www.vickiontheedge.blogspot.com ). They also celebrated the Kite Festival and the festival of color: Holi.  The true joy of festivals can be best felt when children are celebrating them!
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We were informed about two little girls found on Jaipur railway station. After we brought them to Udayan, it was discovered that they were not orphaned as we were previously told.  We have experienced this before and found that parents resort to such methods in order to find a better life for their children. They are often desperate, ignorant and also lack courage and willingness to find a more respectful solution for their problems.  The girls are back with their parents, safe and happy. 
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Maureen Anderson, our dear friend and one of the members of the Vatsalya Advisory Council conceived a program about a year ago. It was about exchanging, sharing and expanding the vision of the children we serve. Maureen is active with the staff who work with children living in residential child care in Scotland just as we work with them here in India. She has been engaged in making an Exchange Program possible for these children. And now she has a plan in place. In November 2010, a group of children from residential child care, their care takers and some children’s rights workers from Scotland are visiting Udayan.  They will be staying with us for 3 weeks. Then in June 2011, children of Udayan along with their care takers will be visiting Scotland.  Udayan children who have been selected for this Exchange Program are:  Mukesh, Anmol, Manju, Muskaan, Sonia and Robin.   This is an amazing opportunity for our children.  What Maureen has achieved is quite extraordinary! 

 Friends, with this wonderful piece of information, I would like to close this edition.  I do hope to hear from you on our various efforts. Your feedback is always awaited and appreciated!

Thanks and regards,

Jaimala
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